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RESTORING MAKUA VALLEY

The Mākua Military Reservation is located in a culturally and ecologically important area, with
scores of Hawaiian cultural sites and nearly fifty endangered plants and animals threatened
by training.

DAVID HENKIN / EARTHJUSTICE
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OVERVIEW
In October 2001, Earthjustice reached a settlement agreement with the U.S. Army
that requires the Army to prepare an environmental impact statement (EIS) for its
proposed resumption of live-fire training at Mākua Military Reservation (MMR) on
Oahu, a culturally and ecologically important area, with scores of Hawaiian
cultural sites and nearly fifty endangered plants and animals threatened by
training.

In March 2008, the Hawaiʻi district court granted Earthjustice's motion to enforce
the Army's settlement obligation to provide cultural access and established a
schedule for the Army to identify additional cultural sites for unexploded ordnance
(UXO) clearance, to increase opportunities for cultural access, and to report on
progress in clearing UXO. On July 15, 2008, Earthjustice returned to court to
challenge the Army's failure to involve the public in identifying high priority sites
for UXO clearance and to focus its efforts on sites to which access could be
restored promptly. On January 23, 2009, the district court ordered the Army to
revise its high priority list based on public input and to focus on increasing access.

Earthjustice was back in court in August 2009, challenging the Army's failure to
comply with its settlement obligations to prepare key studies as part of the final
EIS it released in June 2009: subsurface archaeological surveys to identify cultural
sites that could be damaged or destroyed if mortar rounds, artillery shells, and
other ordnance go astray during training exercises, as they have in the past; and
studies to determine the potential for training activities to contaminate fish,
shellfish, limu and other marine resources at Mākua that Waiʻanae Coast residents
gather for subsistence. Earthjustice asked the court to prevent the Army from
resuming live-fire training at Mākua until it completed a revised EIS that contains
the required studies.

In 2011, U.S. District Chief Judge Susan Oki Mollway ruled that the Army breached
a court-ordered settlement “by failing to test limu (seaweed) and other marine

A culturally and ecologically important area, Mākua is home to scores of ancient
Hawaiian artifacts, cultural sites and nearly 50 endangered plants and animals.



resources that are eaten by residents of the Waiʻanae Coast to evaluate whether
they posed a human health risk” due to contamination from military activities at
MMR.
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August 7, 2018 | In the News: Honolulu Civil Beat

Hawaii Army Agrees To Restore Access To Makua Valley Cultural
Sites

David Henkin, Attorney, Earthjustice: “It shouldn’t take two years of in-court negotiations and

two years of out-of-court negotiations to get the Army to do what it needs to do.”

August 3, 2018 | Legal Document

Mākua Military Reservation Judge's Settlement Order

On November 7, 2016, Plaintiff Malama Makua filed a complaint alleging that Defendants
violated paragraph 8(a) and (b) and paragraph 13 of the Settlement Agreement and
Stipulated Order in Malama Makua v. Rumsfeld, Civ. No. 00 -00813 SOM LEK (D. Haw. Oct. 4,
2001) ("2001 Settlement").
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March 6, 2018 | In the News: Intercontinental Cry Magazine

U.S. Army Wants To Resume Live-Fire Training In Sacred
Hawaiian Valley

David Henkin, Attorney, Earthjustice: “Who in their right mind, in the 21st century, would look

at a sacred valley like Makua filled with cultural riches and endangered species and say ‘Let’s

bomb this!'”

November 7, 2016 | Legal Document

Legal Document: Hawaiian Cultural Group Sues U.S. Army Over
Cultural Access at Makua

Mālama Mākua, represented by Earthjustice, is taking the U.S. Army back to court for
violating cultural access rights to sacred sites at Mākua Military Reservation on O‘ahu. The
reservation contains 100 sites eligible for listing on the national historic register, including
Hawaiian temples, shrines, petroglyphs and other historical and cultural sites.

https://intercontinentalcry.org/lets-bomb-this-us-army-wants-to-resume-live-fire-training-in-sacred-hawaiian-valley/
https://intercontinentalcry.org/lets-bomb-this-us-army-wants-to-resume-live-fire-training-in-sacred-hawaiian-valley/
http://earthjustice.org/sites/default/files/files/2016-11-7-Complaint-File-Stamped.pdf


November 7, 2016 | Press Release

Hawaiian Cultural Group Sues U.S. Army Over Cultural Access at
Makua

The Army’s two-and-a-half year ban on access to cultural sites at Mākua Military Reservation
on O‘ahu violates a 2001 court-ordered settlement
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“He sort of MacGyvered the system.”
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